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CATHOLICS  DO  NOT  BELIEVE 
that  mere  confession  of  sin  procures  pardon ;  or  that  once  con- 
fession is  over  nothing  more  is  to  be  clone.  They  do  not  believe 
that  pardon  for  sin  can  be  purchased  for  money,  or  that  the 
Church  or  any  one  else  can  grant  a  license  to  sin ;  they  abhor 
such  blasphemous  delusions. 

Nor  do  they  believe  that  sins  can  be  forgiven  in  any  v^ay  what- 
ever, but  by  the  grace  of  Jesus  Christ  in  the  bestowal  of  the 
Holy  Spirit  upon  a  truly  repentant  soul. 

Listen  to  the  Catholic  Catechism  of  the  Council  of  Baltimore : 

Ques.  Why  d.:l  Christ  suffer  and  die  ? 
Ans.  Christ  suffered  and  died  for  our  sins. 

Q.  What  lessons  do  we  learn  from  the  sufferings  and  death  of 
Christ  ? 

A.  We  learn  the  great  evil  of  sin,  the  hatred  God  bears  to  it,  and 
the  necessity  of  satisfying  for  it. 

And  again,  about  the  dispositions  necessary  for  the  pardon  of  sins 
in  the  Sacrament  of  Penance,  or  confession,  the  most  important  being 
contrition  and  purpose  of  amendment : 

Q,  What  is  contrition  or  sorrow  for  sin  ? 

A.  It  is  a  hatred  of  sin  and  a  t^ue  grief  of  the  soul  for  having 
offended  God,  with  a  firm  purpose  of  sinning  no  more. 
Q.  What  kind  of  sorrow  should  we  have  ? 

A.  It  should  be  interior — that  is  to  say,  it  should  come  from  the 
heart  and  not  merely  from  the  lips ;  it  should  be  supernatural — that  is 
to  say,  prompted  by  the  grace  of  God,  and  excited  by  motives  which 
spring  from  faith,  and  not  by  merely  natural  motives ;  it  should  be 
universal — that  is  to  say,  we  should  be  sorry  for  all  our  mortal  sins 
without  exception ;  it  should  be  supreme — that  is  to  say,  we  should 
grieve  more  for  having  offended  God  than  for  any  other  evil  that  can 
befall  us. 

Q.  What  do  you  mean  by  a  firm  purpose  of  sinning  no  more  ? 
A.  I  mean  a  fixed  resolve  not  only  to  avoid  all  mortal  sins,  but 
also  all  persons,  places,  and  things  that  may  easily  lead  us  into  sin. 

Once  more,  listen  to  what  the  Church  teaches  about  Indulgences: 

Q,  Is  an  Indulgence  a  pardon  of  sin  or  a  license  to  commit  sin? 

A,  No,  it  is  not  a  pardon  of  sin,  nor  a  license  to  commit  sin,  and 
one  who  is  in  a  state  of  mortal  sin  cannot  gain  an  indulgence. 

Q.  How  does  the  Church,  by  means  of  indulgences,  remit  the  tem- 
poral punishment  [that  is  to  say,  the  pains  of  Purgatory]  due  to  sin  ? 

A.  By  applying  to  us  the  merits  of  Jesus  Christ,  and  the  super- 
abundant satisfactions  of  the  Blessed  Virgin  Mary  and  of  the  Saints; 
which  merits  and  satisfactions  are  the  Church's  spiritual  treasury. 
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To  gain  an  indulgence  we  must  be  in  the  grace  of  God  and  must 
perform  the  good  works  enjoined. 

Suppose  the  priest  gives  absolution  to  a  sinner  not  truly  sorry,  do 
Catholics  believe  the  sins  are  forgiven  ?    No  ! 

And  if  he  have  not  a  firm  purpose  of  amendment  of  life,  do  they  be- 
lieve his  sins  forgiven  by  absolution  ?    No  ! 

Or  if  he  is  unwilling  to  make  good  the  injury  he  has  done  his 
neighbor,  does  absolution  avail  ?    No  ! 

And  suppose  he  has  not  firmly  resolved  to  avoid  the  persons  or 
circumstances  which  cause  him  to  sin,  is  the  absolution  good  for 
anything  ?    No  ! 

And  No  !  a  thousand  times  to  the  base  calumny  which  says  that 
money  is  paid  by  Catholics  for  pardon  of  sin  or  that  any  liberty  to  sin 
ever  is  or  can  be  given  by  the  Church  or  her  ministers. 

CATHOLICS  DO  NOT  BELIEVE 
that  the  Blessed  Virgin  is  in  any  way  equal  or  comparable  to  God,  for 
she  being  a  creature,  although  the  most  highly  favored,  is  infinitely 
less  than  God.  Nor  do  they  claim  for  her  any  power  beyond  that 
which  she  derives  from  Him ;  for  she  is  entirely  dependent  on  God 
for  her  existence,  her  privileges,  her  grace  and  her  glory.  What  is 
said  of  her  applies  also  as  a  matter  of  course  to  the  other  saints  of 
God.  Strong  expressions  and  loving  words  are  sometimes  used  by 
Catholics  in  addressing  these  holy  and  heroic  friends  of  Christ,  and 
they  may  be  misunderstood.  But  the  language  of  affection  is  not  to 
be  taken  literally,  as  is  seen  in  the  case  of  love-letters  and  poems. 
The  doctrinal  statements  of  the  Church  are  clear  on  this  subject. 

And  now  just  think  what  it  means  to  accuse  us  of  paying  Mary 
divine  honors.  It  means  that  Catholics  are  idolaters.  Are  you  se- 
rious in  making  that  accusation  ?  Do  you  really  believe  that  we 
worship  false  gods  ?  Do  you  really  believe  that  the  vast  majority  of 
Christendom  is  a  pagan  sect  ?  Are  you  really  prepared  to  say  that 
your  Catholic  neighbors  and  friends  are  idolaters  } 

No  doctrine  is  simpler  than  that  of  the  Communion  of  the  Saints  in 
Heaven  with  their  brethren  still  in  this  life.  St.  Paul  gives  it  in  He- 
brews xii.  22  :  But  you  are  come  to  the  mount  of  Sion,  and  to  the 
city  of  the  living  God,  the  heavenly  Jerusalem,  and  to  the  company  of 
many  thousands  of  Angels,  and  to  the  Church  of  the  first-born  who 
are  written  in  heaven,  and  to  God,  the  judge  of  all,  and  to  the  spirits 
of  the  just  made  perfect." 

Now  this  plainly  means  that  all  Christians,  whether  on  earth  or  in 
Purgatory,  or  in  Heaven,  are  really  brethren,  having  the  same  Father, 
the  same  heritage,  and  a  community  of  spiritual  goods.    So  that  the 
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hosts  struggling  upon  the  rocky  mountain-side  in  Ufe's  conflict,  hand- 
to-hand  with  Satan,  the  world's  temptings  and  the  stings  of  the  liesh ; 
the  hosts  above  them  already  at  the  gates,  waiting,  looking  up, 
beckoning  to  their  struggling  brothers  and  sisters  behind  them  ;  the 
hosts  within  the  gates  and  upon  the  jewelled  walls  of  the  Heavenly 
City  chanting  their  joyful  triumph  and  looking  down  upon  their  be- 
loved brethren  and  encouraging  them  by  word  and  gesture — that  all 
these  are  the  one  family  of  God  our  Father,  and  whether  in  Heaven, 
Purgatory,  or  on  earth  can  be  and  are  in  communication  with  each 
other,  helping  Christ  to  win  souls  to  his  eternal  kingdom. 

What !  Don't  you  Catholics  ever  pay  the  Virgin  and  your  saints 
the  honor  due  to  God  alone  ?    No  ! 

But  don't  the  ignorant  people  among  you  do  so  ?  No !  None  are 
so  ignorant  as  not  to  know  that  there  is  but  one  God. 

But  don't  you  say  things  and  do  things  which  sound  and  look  like 
divine  adoration  of  the  Virgin  and  the  Saints  ?  No  !  Not  to  persons 
who  take  the  trouble  to  find  out  what  we  are  about  in  our  devotions: 
enemies  of  the  Church  will  think  evil  of  Catholics  whatever  they  do 
or  say. 

CA  THOLICS  DO  NO  T  BELIE  VE 
in  spiritual  slavery.    Slave  !    That  is  an  ugly  name.    In  comparing 
beliefs  honest  men  should  not  call  hard  names. 

Now  the  motto  of  the  Catholic  is  this :  I  will  submit  my  judg- 
ment and  my  will  to  Almighty  God  alone.  We  submit  to  the 
Church  because  God  has  made  her  the  pillar  and  ground  of  the 
truth"  (I.  Tim.  iii.  15).  "He  that  heareth  you  heareth  me,  and 
he  that  despiseth  you  despiseth  me"  (Luke  x.  16).  The  Pope  is 
entitled  to  a  Catholic's  obedience  because  he  holds  the  office  of 
St.  Peter,  to  whom  Christ  said:  "Thou  art  Peter  (a  Rock),  and 
upon  this  rock  I  will  build  my  Church."  And  again*.  "I  will 
give  to  thee  the  keys  of  the  kingdom  of  Heaven ;  whatsoever  thou 
shalt  bind  on  earth  it  shall  be  bound  in  heaven :  whatsoever  thou 
shalt  loose  on  earth  it  shall  be  loosed  in  heaven"  (Matt.  xvi.  18). 
Now  tell  me,  is  it  slavery  to  obey  an  authority  you  know  to  be  divine- 
ly appointed  ? 

But  can't  the  Pope  teach  you  anything  he  pleases  ?  No  !  He  is 
bound  by  God's  revealed  truth,  and  by  the  many  decisions  of  Coun- 
cils and  Popes  who  have  gone  before  him. 

But  don't  you  really  believe  that  the  Pope  is  impeccable — that  is  to 
say,  incapable  of  sinning  ?    No  ! 

But  suppose  that  he  ordered  you  to  break  a  commandment  of  God,  ^ 
would  not  you  be  bound  to  obey  him  }    No  ! 
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But  do  you  not  believe  that  the  Pope  is  inspired  ?  No  !  As 
supreme  head  of  the  Church  he  is  preserved  from  error  in  the  ex- 
position of  the  revelation  handed  down  by  the  Apostles. 

But  don't  your  Church  forbid  you  to  read  the  Bible  ?  No  !  She 
exhorts  us  to  read  it  daily. 

CA  THOLICS  DO  NOT  BELIEVE 

that  the  Church  has  any  right  to  assume  political  control,  complete  or 
partial,  over  this  country  or  over  any  other  country. 

The  Church  is  a  spiritual  society  and  the  state  is  a  temporal  one. 
Listen  to  Pope  Leo  XIIL  : 

"God  has  divided  the  charge  of  the  human  race  between  two  powers,  the 
ecclesiastical  and  the  civil,  one  set  over  divine  things  and  the  other  over 
human  things.  Each  is  supreme  in  its  own  kind  ;  each  has  certain  limits 
within  which  it  is  restricted.  .  .  .  Whatsoever,  therefore,  in  human  affairs 
is  in  any  manner  sacred,  pertaining  to  the  salvation  of  souls  or  the  worship  of 
God  and  the  like,  belongs  to  the  Church.  But  all  other  things,  which  are  em- 
braced in  the  civil  and  political  order,  are  rightly  subject  to  the  state." 
{Encyclical  on  the  Constitution  of  the  Christian  State.) 

Listen,  also,  to  this  declaration  of  the  Third  Plenary  Council  of 
Baltimore : 

*'  We  claim  to  be  acquainted  both  with  the  laws,  institutions,  and  spirit  of 
the  Catholic  Church,  and  with  the  laws,  institutions,  and  spirit  of  our  country, 
and  we  emphatically  declare  that  there  is  no  antagonism  between  them  " 

Is  not  the  Church  allied  to  despotism  and  set  against  Liberty  ? 
No  !    Notice  Pope  Leo's  efforts  in  favor  of  the  French  Republic. 

But  wouldn't  she  persecute  Protestants  if  she  had  the  power  ? 
No! 

^Wouldn't  she  like  to  get  political  control  of  this  country  ?    No  I 
But  isn't  the  Church  trying  to  destroy  our  public-school  system  ? 
No !    She  would  like  to  improve  it  by  making  it  more  parental. 
Catholics  are  persuaded  that  parental  rights  must  be  carefully  safe- 
guarded in  our  public-school  system. 

Away  then  with  all  prejudice.  Away  with  all  blind  hatreds  and 
wholesale  accusations.  Away  with  the  monstrous  delusion  that  we 
are  idolaters,  adorers  of  saints  and  of  their  dumb  images ;  that  we 
are  the  accomplices  or  dupes  of  intriguing  and  corrupt  priests  ;  that 
we  pay  money  for  the  pardon  of  sin  or  purchase  license  to  sin ;  that 
we  hate  the  Bible,  and  are  foes  of  liberty  and  intelligence  and  pro- 
gress and  humanity.  We  differ,  indeed,  from  you  in  religious  mat- 
ters ;  but  we  know  we  are  right  and  we  can  prove  it,  if  you  will  only 
give  us 

FAIR  PLAY. 


The  Catholic  Book  I^xichange,  120  West  60th  St.^  New  York  City, 

will  mail  on  receipt  of  price : 
CATHOLIC  BELIEF:  A  Plain  Exposition  of  all  Catholic  Doctrines.   430  pp.   20  cts. 
THE  POPE:  How  far  does  he  control  Conscience  or  interfere  with  Citizenship?  By 

Cardinal  Newman.   15  cts. 
HIGHWAYS  OF  LIFE:  Narratives  of  Conversions  by  the  Converts  themselves.    10  cVs. 
Send  for  Catalogue  of  other  Publications, 


This  leaflet  is  sold  at  25  cts.  per  100 ;  $2.50  per  1,000. 


